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Distinguished President of the Russian Federation, Mr. Vladimir Putin,

Esteemed President of the Republic of Srpska,

Madam Speaker of the National Assembly,
Distinguished members of the Governments of the Russian Federation and of Serbia,

Your Excellencies, Messrs Defence Attaches,
Your Holiness, honourable fathers,
Dear veterans and heroes of the battle for the liberation of Belgrade,
Members of the Serbian Armed Forces,

Citizens of Serbia, 
When they decided, at long last, to put away their arms, the Serbs provoked the all and mighty because they settled in one of the most beautiful parts of the globe: a crossroads of civilizations, religions and cultures, and of military and economic routes. Ever since, Serbia has been on the map of every invader as a country to be attacked, enslaved and conquered, and the final aim of some of these invaders was to wipe us out. They came from all sides and went to all sides. They did not allow us to complete a century without having to fight a war to defend ourselves.
And as he defended his home, the Serbian soldier also defended the East and the West, the North and the South, weakening and stopping the mighty ones. 
That is why the history of Serbia is the history of defensive wars, of freedom-loving spirit, an epopee of sacrifice for the salvation of the country and the nation, for the salvation of other countries and peoples and so on and so forth, for so many centuries. 
The citizens of this country have always been proud of their army. Not only because it came from the people and because it stayed with the people, but because in its ages-long history it never waged a war of aggression and because the bravery of our ancestors and their glorious victories won in both World Wars have made them immortal as the righteous and the victors against all odds in the world’s history books.
Today’s military parade is a salute to the modern Serbian soldier walking proud of the legacy of his forefathers, who stands ready to defend his own, who is committed to his mission of bringing stability to the country and the region, as well as committed to peace in Europe and the world at large. 
We salute the officers who inherited the uniform and pride from the likes of Milunka Savic, from General Sturm, Kosta Vojinovic, generals Misic, Putnik, Stepa Stepanovic and Petar Bojovic, Koca Popovic or from those who learned their skills of warfare at the battles of Cer, Kolubara, Salonika or Sirmimum frontlines, Sutjeska, Kosare or in battles to liberate Belgrade.
We salute the Serbian Armed Forces who are in the first place among the institutions most trusted by the citizens of this country, because they watch over the destiny of their people and make sure that our children sleep quietly every day, regardless of whether it is wartime or peacetime. Today’s parade is a solemn and particularly important moment for us, an indication of the preparedness of the Serbian Armed Forces, as well as an indication of the unity of the people and its army.
Today, before us are also the products of the Serbian defence industry, of Serbian know-how and acknowledged technology, whose quality equals that of products coming from the most developed countries.
Esteemed and dear Vladimir Putin,

The greatness and true goodness of a man and a nation is seen in how they treat weaker than themselves, how they treat those they need not be either good or committed to, or to whom they do not have to come to assistance, but they always do so unselfishly and from the heart. 
Many a time in its history of military campaigns has Serbia, a small Slav nation, received the great, heroic and glory-adorned Russian human help that was offered without thinking about the consequences for their own people and country.

A monument to Russian Tsar Nikolai II Romanov will be unveiled in Belgrade. By giving an ultimatum to the Allies that Russia would stop taking part in the war if they failed to send their ships without delay to the Serbs freezing on the Albania coastline, Tsar Nikolai saved the Serbian army and fleeing people from extermination.
In the first year of the Great War, the Russians sent us their warships and men to defend Belgrade on the Sava and Danube rivers, as if they fought on the Volga and Don. They provided us all the time with the kind of assistance that they themselves imported, because we needed it badly to defend ourselves.
At the Salonika battlefront, the history says, Serbian soldiers and Allies fought shoulder-to shoulder with 30,000 Russian troops. That is why the Russian cemetery at Belgrade’s Novo Groblje is a shrine for every resident of the Serbian capital, an eternal gratitude of the citizens of my country to each and every Russian private, corporal or officer who lay for ever at rest in Serbia where they heroically died.
Serbia is replete with common gravesites, ossuaries and cemeteries as reminders of the terrible sacrifice of the Russian soldier on Serbian soil. And the soil soaked with the common toil and sweat has long become the common country, a country soaked with the blood of brothers-in-arms and a sacred place for their successors. Therefore, it was no accident that Russia and Serbia in mediaeval times were commonly referred to in the West as “Ruscia, and that Russian St. Panteleimon monastery and Serbian Chilandari monastery on Mt. Athos in Greece are one next to the other.
We are tied by our origins, language, customs, religion, history, culture, divine libertarianism and heroic pride, common mounds and nameless graves, orphaned children and widowed women, young lives cut short, lost generations that remember our joint warfare. How many of us would have been living now had it not been for the wars that we did not start?

Then, there was another war, Russia and Serbia once again joined the winning campaign against fascism. Seventy years ago, shoulder to shoulder, the partisans and the Red Army soldiers liberated every street, every building in Belgrade, leaving behind the famous sign “Min nyet” (No mines). In one street they fought battles, and in another already celebrated liberation.

As if they defended the freedom and honour of Moscow, the Red Army from the 3rd Ukrainian Front fought and suffered serious wounds, laying their lives in the streets of the Serbian capital.

Again, there was another common cemetery, this time to WWII Liberators. As they fought shoulder-to-shoulder, they now share the mounds, lying next to each other, at the cemetery to the Liberators of Belgrade.

Dedicating this entire week to seventy years of life in peace, glorifying the victory over fascism, Belgrade remembers all the brave partisans and the Red Army soldiers to whom they owe their freedom.

On behalf of all the citizens of Serbia, I have awarded our highest decoration, the Order of the Republic of Serbia with a big chain, to the President of the Russian Federation earlier today.

Dear Vladimir Putin,

The highest decoration of the Republic of Serbia that was only conferred on you, is cast in the blood and tears of our suffering people, melted from the weapons the Serbian soldier wore in wars. Wear it as a sign of appreciation of my country for every soldier of your country who returned from Serbia, from the First and the Second World Wars to Russia, or, unfortunately, rests forever in peace here with us.

  
Wear it as a sign of gratitude for all you have done and what you and your people are doing today so that Serbia maintains its sovereignty and territorial integrity in peace and freedom, and makes progress in all walks of life.

Let our common glorious history remain permanent and unbreakable bond of our historical fraternity, of today’s friendship which has always been, is and will be the pride of our countries and peoples, to the benefit of any well-intentioned human being in the world.
We have put behind us wars for good. Today, Serbia is basing its economic growth on free access to the Russian market and investments from Russia, while it is dependent on Russia for energy, especially on the South Stream pipeline project that our successors will remember us by, as we now remember our common battles.
Your presence at today’s parade of the Serbian Armed Forces, the first in almost 30 years, is an honour for us and a symbol of our shared glorious past, the present and the future, and the memory of victories and heroes of WWI and the heroic liberators of Belgrade in WWII, to whom members of the Serbian Armed Forces dedicate their today’s victorious marching step with a shout accompanying our deaths and victories: LONG LIVE SERBIA!
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